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One of the is f the

Quranis what may be called

thinking

agement”. This teaching is stressed in the
chapter entitled Al-Nisa' (Women) of the
Quran: “There s no good in most of their
secret talk, except in the case of those who
enjoin charity and kindness, or reconcili-

belorespeaking and caleulatingin advance
theimpactof what you have tosay.
Youshouldavoid negative:
misrepresentation and any kind of utter-
ances which may createa rift or suspicion

ation between people.
secking the pleasure of God, We will e
‘himan immense reward" (4:114).

This Quranic verse does not pertain to
specifically secret talk. It includes all kinds
of talks and conversations. The power of
speech given toman isa very rare quality. It
isan exclusive boon. Butevery giftinvolves
responsibility,and this s especially truein
the case of the power of speech. One must
use this power with great caution.

Speech, tobeofproper value, must be used
in those fields which are useful for man-
kind. Such use of speech is worthy of re-

. Speech
ismostcommonly misused when peopledo
notknow the difference betweenan allega-
tion and a statement based on evidence.

If you want to say anything about any-
one, first of all you have to substantiate
‘what you want to say with logic. If you
have good reason to speak, then you may
open your mouth, otherwise you should
remain silent.

Last, whatis right speech? Itis that which
is based on truth, which will stand up to
objectiveanalysisandis based on certified
data.
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