ISLAM

Rise and fall of nations

By Maulana Wahiduddin Khan

verything that hap-
in this world is
| ontrolled by the

~ well-known Laws of Nature.

The same is true of the rise
and fall of a nation. The
Quran in one of its chapters
~ gives substance to this law
- thus: God does not change
the condition of a people’s
lot, unless they change what
~ isin their hearts. (13:11)

By the word “people” the
Quran means the nation or
- society, and by the word
“heart” or “inner self” the
Quran refers to individuals.
Here the Quran refers to that
law of nature which deter-
mines the fate of peoples or
nations. This law applies
without exception to all na-
tions. According to this law,
the destiny of a nation de-
pends upon the individuals
~ of which it is composed.
Every individual is an im-
portant unit of his nation. If

the individuals are good in
character, the whole nation
will be good, but if the indi-
viduals are bad in character,
then the whole nation will
become bad. This law tells
us how to reform a nation
or a society after deteriora-
tion has set in. This law gives
us the starting point. When-
ever it has become apparent
that a nation has fallen:in
evil ways, we have to start
our reform from its individ-
ual members; that is the only
possible way to begin. You
can successfully address an
individual mind, but you
cannot similarly address a
crowd. This means that.in
such a situation we have to
change individuals through
educaﬁun. both formally and
informally. We have to
change their minds and
hearts, we have to change
their way of thinking; we
have to de-condition their
conditioned minds.

How to rebuild a society
which has gone into decline?
The answer is: Begin from
the beginning. Begin with
individual reform.
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