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Taking Your Blessings For Granted?

Maulana Wahiduddin Khan

was invited to delwer a lecture in Kash-
mir The venue wasan open place. In front
af thestage, stretching beforeus, we could
see the great Himalayas. The topic was
‘Shudker' - Being Thankful to God - referring
to bounties given to us by God. Tasked, “If an
angel comes to vou and says, “The whole of
the Himalayas will be turned into gold ancd
oiven toyou on condition that both your eves
will be taken away” will you aceept this of:
fer?!™ A senior n the audience stood up and
said with great sincerity: “What 1= the use of
mountains of gold. if we don't have eves to
behold them?™ Responding to him, 1
said, “It means our eyes are more
preciousthan mountainsof gold.”
Every individual s blessed with
numerous such precious bounties
m nature which are gwven by God;
vetseldom would voufinda person
whoacknowledges thizfactandof-
fers gratitude to the Divine from
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notexist inthe real sense. Our society can be
likened to a jungle of hate: no well-wishing,
no compassion or sympathy for others, and
no fellow-feeling, The reason 1= that the pre-
sent ‘thankvou’ cultureis noth ing more than
lip-sarvice or mere social courtesies,

One of my friends, Rajat Malhotra, re-
cently boarded a bus in Delhi. When he got
down, hewasshocked to find that his mobile
phonewas missing. The next day he gaveme
the good news that he had been able to re-
trieve all the data of his phone through the
internet, Hetold methis as a normal piece of
news, without any sense of acknowledg-
ment. Itold him that it wassupernews. In an-
cient times, it was not possible even
for kings to recover what they had
lozt.

This was the miracle of modern
technology and technology is a
contribution of modern civilisa-

t1on. And, civilisation was devel-
oped after a long process of hu-
man endeavour It means that the

the deepest recesses of his heart, ™ SPEAKING = whole of humankind was in-

This iz because we tend to take
divine blessings for granted.

It i=the cultureof ingratitudethat has ru-
meid people’s sense of morality. If vouareun-
orateful to God, yvou will be ungrateful to man
as well. Gratefulness 15 directly related to
moral values, A society lacking in gratitude
15 also bereft of moral values, People have
failed tothank Godfor the countless bounties
He has bestowed onthem. Consequent kv, they
have falled to express gratitude towards
man, and this has resulted in erosion of spiri-
tual and moral values insociety

Whenyoureceive abenefit fromsomeone,
vousay: “Thank vou!” But, intermsof spirit,
we see no result. It is a tragic situation that
the‘thankvou’ culture exists in form, where-
as the spirit of the ‘thank yvou™ culture doss
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volved in developing such useful
technology Evervone 1s benefit-
ting from the technology produced by eiv-
ilisation, an explosion of which has
brought us great bounties.

Acknowledgment leads to gratefulness
which 1= a source of positive thinking. Posi-
twe thinking results in all kinds of positive
human values like love, patience. honesty
and compassion forall.

Weneed to develop ourthinking insucha
manner that we recognise divine bounties
andthecontribution of humankind in ereat-
ingacivilization that is beneficial to all. 1t 1=
this culture of thanksgiving that can save
our society from falling prey to immorality
Follow Mauwlana Wahiduddin Khan af speak-
ingtree. in and post vour commenais there



