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‘Organ
donation s
greatest
charity’

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Noida: Calling organ dona-
tion the greatest form of char-
ity; Islamic scholar and peace
promoter Maulana Wahidud-
din Khan stressed on the need
for creating more awareness
ontheissue.

Speaking at a seminar or-
ganized by The Timesof India,
Khan said there is no teaching
in Islam that restricts this
kind of donation. “When we
donate an organ, we lose noth-
ing. It’s the greatest form of
charity,” Khan said on
Wednesday.

His views were supported
by other panelists, including
Ezekiel Isaac Malekar, honor-
ary secretary of the Judah
Hyam Synagogue; Yogi Ash-
wini, founder-guru of the
Dhyaan foundation; Dr Avnish
Prem Bisht

A seminar organized by
The Times of India in Noida

Seth, the head of the Fortis Or-
gan Retrieval and Transplant
program; clinical psycholo-
gist Dr Pulkit Sharma; execu-
tive director of the MOHAN
foundation Pallavi Kumar,
amongothers.

The idea that Judaism pro-
hibits organ donation, said
Malekar, is a misconception.
“The best act in Judaism is to
savealife,” hesaid,addingthat
his aunt — who lives in Israel
—had donated her whole body
toscienceformedical purpose.
“In Israel, the benefits of or-
gan donation are discussed
openly. However, that isnot the
case inIndia,” the expert said.

Some of the donor families
and recipients were also pre-
sent in the seminar. After los-
ing her four-and- a-half year-
old daughter, Kanupriya Goel
decided to donate her kid’s or-
gans. The retrieved organs
were used to save five lives.

While Spain has 35 organ
donors per million people, Bri-
tain has 27, US 26, Canada 14
and Australia has 11, India’s
count of organ donors stands
at0.16 per million population.



