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Here Are Some Shocking Truths

Maulana Wahiddudin Khan

r 1he person who invented dymamite,
l Alfred Mobel, went on to establish @0
armament factories and amassed huge
amounts of wealth through the arms trade,
Then an incident took place which totallv
changed the course of his life.

I 1828, the death of his brother caused sev-
eral newspapers to mistakenly publish obitu-
aries of Alfred. One French obituary stated:
“Lemarchand dela mart est mort” (“The mer-
chantof deathisdead™). Theobituary went on
tosay, “Alfred Nobel, who became rich by find-
ing ways to kill more people faster than ever
before,  died yesterday™  Alfred.
shoclked at what he read, then took a
positive decision about his life. In
1895, at the Swedish-Norwegian Club
m Paris, Nobel signed his last will
and testament and set aside the bull
of his estate to establish the five
Mobel Prizes, including the presti-
oions Nobel Peace Prize,

THE

decizsions in vour life by bringing vou from a
stateof total deraillment to being nghtbackon
tracl. In other words, it malkes vou realistic in
vour approach.

Shoclk is the greatest positive factor in
ane’s life, provided one responds positivel v to
it. Everyone can become inspirational like
Alfred Nobel; the only condition being that
one should takeshocks asa soureeof learning
rather thana source of anger,

One such example 1sthat of M K Gandhi,
who spent 20 yvears in South Africa. In June
1893, he had toundertake a trip to Pretoria in
the Transvaal, a journey which took Gandhi
to Pletermaritzburg, There, Gandhi toolk his
seat in a first-class compartment,
since he had purchased a first-class
ficket. The railway officials ordered
Gandhi toremove himself tothevan
compartment, since non-whites
were not permitted in first-class

compar tments. As Gandhirefused
to comply with the order, he was
pushed out of the train, and his

Shocl is a great educator, It sets ™ SPEAKING = lngzage was tossed out on to the

off such a process of brainstorm-
g that a whole new mindset takes
shape and as a consequence a new human
personality emerges: if in the pre-shoclk peri-
ool hewas just a man, inthe post-shoclk period
he emerges as supermarn.

Shocks, great or small, are very common.
Almost everyone has had experience of them.
Butthe majority take these as negativeexperi-
ences and are unable to learn a lesson from
them. However, shocli isnot an accident: shocl
izthelanguage of nature. Mature spaaksin the
language of shocks. If one saves oneself from
becoming negative after suffering a shocl,
thizcan be a highlvereative experience.

Shock will stimulate your mind, and will
unfold your potential. It initiates creative
thinking processes. It helps vou to take better

platform in the extremely bitter
cold of the winter.

What happened with Gandhi was anexam-
ple of violence, Yet he decided to work for
peace. He returned to India and started his
movement which was based on afiimsa, non-
violence. Soon, he became a champion of non-
violent activism.

According to the law of nature, life 1snot a
smooth journev: it is a journev through
shocks, One hasnooption but toaccept this as
a reality Indeed, the course nature takes is
determined by shocksandchallenges. Anvone
who seels to malke himself successfial should
understand this reality and take shocks as
stepping stones in life, Follow Mard ana Waki-
duddin Khan at speakingtree.in and posf
yorr commenis there.
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